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THE PARLIAMENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA

JOURNALS OF THE SENATE
N o. 67

THURSDAY, 11 NOVEMBER 1976

1 M eeting of Senate : The Senate met at fifteen minutes to twelve o’clock midday, pursuant
to adjournment. The President (Senator the Honourable Condor L. Laucke) took the 
Chair.

2 PRAYERS.
3 Petitions: Senator Keeffe presented a petition from 145 citizens of Australia praying

that the Senate make certain amendments to the Aboriginal Land Rights (Northern 
Territory) Bill 1976.

Petition received.
On the motion of Senator Keeffe, the petition, exceeding 250 words, was read. 
Senator Sibraa presented a petition from 111 citizens of Australia similar in wording to 

the petition presented by Senator Keeffe.
Petition received.
Senator Wheeldon presented a petition from 71 citizens of Australia praying that the 

Government abolish the means test on all aged pensions.
Petition received and read.
The Clerk announced that the following Senators had lodged petitions for presentation, 

viz.:
Senator Guilfoyle, from 25 citizens of Australia praying that the Government 

abolish the means test on all aged pensions.
Senator Martin, from 12 citizens of Australia praying that the Government cease 

mining and prohibit export of uranium until safe methods of disposal of radio­
active wastes are guaranteed, and take certain action in relation to other energy 
resources.

Senator Sheil, from 124 citizens of Australia praying that the Government restore 
the Petrol Price Equalisation Scheme.

Petitions received.

4 Questions.

5 Petroleum—R oyal Commission—F ifth  R eport—Paper : The Minister for Adminis­
trative Services (Senator Withers), by Command of His Excellency the Govemor- 
General, laid upon the Table the following Paper:

Petroleum—Royal Commission—Fifth Report of the Royal Commission on 
Petroleum, entitled “Towards a National Refining Policy” , dated 7 October 1976. 

Senator Douglas McClelland, by leave, moved—That the Senate take note of the Paper. 
Ordered—That the debate be adjourned till the next day of sitting, and that Senator 

Douglas McClelland have leave to continue his speech on the resumption of the debate.

6 F raser Island E nvironmental Inquiry—Paper : The Minister for Education (Senator
Carrick), by Command of His Excellency the Governor-General, laid upon the Table 
the following Paper:

Fraser Island Environmental Inquiry—Statement by the Minister for Environment, 
Housing and Community Development, the Hon. Kevin Newman, on the Fraser 
Island Environmental Inquiry, dated 11 November 1976.
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Senator Mulvihill, by leave, moved—That the Senate take note of the Paper.
Ordered—That the debate be adjourned till the next day of sitting, and that Senator 

Mulvihill have leave to continue his speech on the resumption of the debate.

7 War Pensions Entitlement Appeal Tribunals—A nnual R eports 1975-76—Papers:
The Minister for Veterans’ Affairs (Senator Durack), pursuant to Statute, laid upon 
the Table the following Papers:

Repatriation Act—Reports of the War Pensions Entitlement Appeal Tribunals 
Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5, for year 1975-76.

Senator Bishop, by leave, moved—That the Senate take note of the Papers.
Ordered—That the debate be adjourned till the next day of sitting, and that Senator 

Bishop have leave to continue his speech on the resumption of the debate.
8 Papers : The following Papers were presented, pursuant to Statute:

Air Force Act—Regulations—Statutory Rules 1976 No. 241.
Australian Bureau of Statistics Act—Proposal No. 3 of 1976 by the Bureau— 

Annual collection of accounting aggregates from permanent building societies 
and credit unions, dated 2 November 1976.

Bankruptcy Act—Rule—Statutory Rules 1976 No. 235.
Commonwealth Police Act—Regulations—Statutory Rules 1976 No. 234.
Defence Act—Regulations—Statutory Rules 1976 Nos 238, 240.
Defence Act, Naval Defence Act, Air Force Act—Regulation—Statutory Rules 

1976 No. 239.
Naval Defence Act—Regulations—Statutory Rules 1976 No. 242.
Navigation Act—Regulations—Statutory Rules 1976 No. 243.
Patents Act—Regulations—Statutory Rules 1976 Nos 236, 237.
Science and Industry Research Act—Regulation—Statutory Rules 1976 No. 244.

9 Postponement: The Leader of the Government in the Senate (Senator Withers) moved—
That, unless otherwise ordered, after consideration of Government Business, Order of 
the Day No. 1 (Conciliation and Arbitration Amendment Bill (No. 2) 1976), inter­
vening business be postponed till after the consideration of General Business, Order 
of the Day No. 119 (Australian Senate Practice—Fifth Edition—Statement by 
President).

Question—put and passed.

10 Suspension of Standing Orders to D eal w ith  Bills Together: The Leader of the
Government in the Senate (Senator Withers), by leave, moved—That so much of 
the Standing Orders be suspended as would prevent the Questions with regard to the 
remaining stages for the passage through the Senate of the Local Government 
(Personal Income Tax Sharing) Bill 1976 and the States (Personal Income Tax 
Sharing) Bill 1976 being put in one motion at each stage, and the consideration of 
such Bills together in Committee of the Whole.

Question—put and passed.

11 Telecommunications (General) By-laws A mendment N o. 6 and Christmas Island
Industrial R elations Ordinance—Statement by Senator: The Chairman of the 
Standing Committee on Regulations and Ordinances (Senator Wood), by leave, 
made a statement informing the Senate that the objections of the Committee to :
(1) Amendment No. 6 of the Telecommunications (General) By-laws, made on 

20 May 1976 under the Telecommunications Act 1976, and
(2) The Industrial Relations Ordinance 1976, as contained in Christmas Island 

Ordinance No. 1 of 1976, and made under the Christmas Island Act 1958,
would be substantially overcome by amendments which the Telecommunications 
Commission and the Minister for Administrative Services, respectively, had under­
taken would be made.

Notices o f Motion Withdrawn: Senator Wood thereupon withdrew Business of the Senate, 
Notices of Motion Nos 1 and 2.
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12 Μ τ Lyell M ining  Operations—Select Committee—Appointment of M embers: 
The President informed the Senate that he had received letters from the Leader of 
the Government in the Senate, the Leader of the Opposition in the Senate and 
Senator Harradine nominating Senators Devitt, Grimes, Harradine, Messner, 
Townley and Wright to be members of the Select Committee on Mt Lyell 
Mining Operations.

The Leader of the Government in the Senate (Senator Withers), by leave, moved— 
That the Senators nominated, in accordance with the Resolution of the Senate 
establishing the Committee, be appointed members of the Select Committee on Mt 
Lyell Mining Operations.

Question—put and passed.

13 Conciliation and Arbitration Amendment Bill (No. 2) 1976: Order of the Day 
read for the adjourned debate on the Question—That this Bill be now read a second 
time.

Debate resumed.
Question—put.
The Senate divided—

A yes, 28
S en a to r— S en a to r—

A rch er M essner
B aum e M issen
G arrick Sheil
C o lla rd Sim
C o tto n T e h a n
D av id so n T h o m a s
G uilfoy le T ow nley
H a ll W alte rs
H a r ra d in e W ebster
K ilg ariff W o o d
K n ig h t W rig h t
L ajov ic
L au ck e

Y o u n g

M a rtin Teller:
M au n se ll C h an ey

N oes, 19
S en a to r— S en a to r—

B ishop M c L aren
B row n M u lv ih ill
C a m e ro n O ’B yrne
C a v an ag h P rim m er
C o ls to n R y a n
D e v itt S ib ra a
G eo rg es W h ee ld o n
G rim es
K eeffe
M cA uliffe
M cC le llan d , T eller:

D o u g las M c In to sh

And so it was resolved in the affirmative.
Bill read a second time.
The Senate, according to Order, resolved itself into Committee for the consideration of 

the Bill.

In the Committee
Bill, by leave, taken as a whole, debated and agreed to. 
Bill to be reported without amendment.

The President resumed the Chair; and the Temporary Chairman of Committees (Senator 
Wood) reported accordingly.

On the motion of the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs (Senator Durack) the Report from 
the Committee was adopted, and the Bill read a third time.

14 A ustralian Senate Practice—F ifth  Edition—Statement by President: Order of 
the Day read for the adjourned debate on the motion by the Leader of the Opposition 
in the Senate (Senator Wriedt)—That the Senate take note of the Statement.

Debate resumed.
The Leader of the Government in the Senate (Senator Withers) moved an amendment, 

viz.: At end of motion, add “and that the matter be referred to the Standing Orders 
Committee for consideration and report”.
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Debate continued.
Question—That the words proposed to be added be added—put and passed. 
Question—That the motion, as amended, be agreed to—put and passed.

And it being eleven p.m .—
15 Adjournment: The President, under Sessional Order, put the Question—That the

Senate do now adjourn.
Question—resolved in the affirmative.
The Senate adjourned at eleven p.m. till Tuesday next at half-past two p.m.

16 Attendance: Present, all Senators except Senators Coleman, Gietzelt, James McClelland,
Melzer, Rae and Robertson.

J. R. Odgers,
Clerk of the Senate
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