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THE PARLIAMENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA

JOURNALS OF THE SENATE
N o. 15

THURSDAY, 25 MARCH 1976

1 M eeting of Senate: The Senate met at eleven a.m., pursuant to adjournment. The
President (Senator the Honourable Condor L. Laucke) took the Chair.

2 PRAYERS.

3 Petitions: Senator Ryan presented a petition from 21 citizens of the Australian Capital
Territory praying that the Government honour its 1975 election promise that existing 
Commissioner for Housing loans would continue.

Petition received and read.
Senator Ryan presented a petition from 53 citizens of Australia praying that the Senate 

urge the Government to make finance available to support and maintain the projects 
undertaken by or proposed to the Children’s Commission.

Petition received and read.

4 Questions.

5 Transport to and from Tasmania—R eport of Commission of I nquiry—Papers—
M inisterial Statement: The Minister for Administrative Services (Senator Withers), 
by Command of His Excellency the Governor-General, laid upon the Table the 
following Papers:

Transport to and from Tasmania—
Report of the Royal Commission into Transport between Tasmania and the 

mainland of Australia, dated 5 March 1976.
Summary of Principal Findings and Recommendations of the Commission. 

Senator Withers, by leave, made a statement relating to the Report.
The Leader of the Opposition in the Senate (Senator Wriedt), by leave, moved—That 

the Senate take note of the Report.
Ordered—That the debate be adjourned till the next day of sitting, and that Senator 

Wriedt have leave to continue his speech on the resumption of the debate.

6 Social W elfare Commission—Social W elfare M anpower—P aper—M inisterial
Statement: The Minister for Social Security (Senator Guilfoyle), pursuant to Statute, 
laid upon the Table the following Paper:

Social Welfare Commission Act—Progress Report by the Social Welfare Com­
mission on Social Welfare Manpower, dated November 1975.

Senator Guilfoyle, by leave, made a statement relating to the Paper.
Senator Grimes, by leave, moved—That the Senate take note of the Paper.
Ordered—That the debate be adjourned till the next day of sitting, and that Senator 

Grimes have leave to continue his speech on the resumption of the debate.

7 Paper: The following Paper was presented, pursuant to Statute:
Public Service Act—Regulation—Statutory Rules 1976, No. 18 (in substitution 

for Paper o f same title, tabled on 17 February 1976).
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8 P ostponement : Senator Devitt, at the request of Senator Wood, moved—That Business
of the Senate, Notice of Motion No. 3, relating to the disallowance of the Lands 
Acquisition Ordinance 1975, as contained in Cocos (Keeling) Islands Ordinance No. 
5 of 1975, and made under the Cocos (Keeling) Islands Act 1955-1975, be postponed 
till six sitting days after today.

Question—put and passed.
9 Science and the E nvironment—Standing Committee—R eference of M atter:

Senator Douglas McClelland, at the request of Senator Mulvihill, and pursuant to 
Notice of Motion not objected to as a Formal Motion, moved—That there be referred 
to the Standing Committee on Science and the Environment the following matter: 
The impact on the Australian environment of the current wood-chip industry 
programme.

Question—put and passed.
10 Legislative and G eneral Purpose Standing Committees—R eferences—Statement

by Senator: Senator Sir Magnus Cormack, by leave, made a statement relating to 
references from the Senate to the Legislative and General Purpose Standing 
Committees.

11 Order of G eneral Business after Three p .m.—Suspension o f Standing Orders: Senator
Douglas McClelland, at the request of the Leader of the Opposition in the Senate 
(Senator Wriedt), and pursuant to contingent notice, moved—That so much of the 
Standing Orders be suspended as would prevent Senator Wriedt moving a motion 
relating to the order of business on the Notice Paper.

Question—put and passed.
Postponement·. Senator Douglas McClelland, at the request of Senator Wriedt, moved— 

That, after the consideration of General Business, Notice of Motion No. 1, relating 
to the maintenance of Government services to Aboriginals and Torres Strait Islanders, 
intervening business be postponed till after the consideration of General Business, 
Notices of Motion No. 4, relating to the retention of lighthouse reserves as flora and 
fauna reserves, and No. 5, relating to International Women’s Year projects and the 
elimination of discrimination against women.

Question—put and passed.
12 A.C.T. U nit T itles Ordinance—Statement by Senator: Senator Devitt, by leave,

made a statement informing the Senate that the Regulations and Ordinances Com­
mittee had now received a satisfactory explanation of new sub-section (8) of section 16 
of the Unit Titles Ordinance 1970-1971, contained in paragraph (b) of section 3 of 
the Unit Titles Ordinance 1975, as contained in Australian Capital Territory Ordin­
ance No. 31 of 1975, and made under the Seat o f Government (Administration) Act 
1910-1973.

Notice o f Motion withdrawn: Senator Devitt thereupon withdrew Business of the Senate, 
Notice of Motion No. 1.

13 Postponement : The Leader of the Government in the Senate (Senator Withers), moved—
That Business of the Senate, Notice of Motion No. 2, relating to the reference of a 
matter to the Senate Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and Defence, be post­
poned till the next day of sitting.

Question—put and passed.
14 A ustralian Institute of Aboriginal Studies—Senate M ember of Council: The

President informed the Senate that he had received a letter from Senator Keeffe 
resigning as a member of the Council of the Australian Institute of Aboriginal Studies. 

The Leader of the Government in the Senate (Senator Withers), by leave, moved— 
That, in accordance with the provisions of the Australian Institute o f Aboriginal 
Studies Act 1964-1973, the Senate appoint Senator Cavanagh to be a member of 
the Council of the Australian Institute of Aboriginal Studies to fill the vacancy 
caused by the resignation of Senator Keeffe, on and from this day, and that he continue 
as a member until 17 July 1977.

Question—put and passed.
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15 Joint Committees—Appointment of M embers : The President informed the Senate
that, pursuant to the Resolutions agreed to by both Houses, he had received letters 
from the Leader of the Government in the Senate and the Leader of the Opposition 
in the Senate nominating Senators to serve on Joint Committees, as follows: 

Australian Capital Territory
Senators Archer, Georges, Knight and Ryan.

Parliamentary Committee System
Senators Sir Magnus Cormack, Gietzelt, McAuliffe, Mulvihill, Rae and Tehan. 

Foreign Affairs and Defence
Senators Bishop, Sir Magnus Cormack, Durack, Scott, Sibraa, Sim and Wheeldon. 

New and Permanent Parliament House
Senators Drake-Brockman, McIntosh, Melzer, Missen, O’Byrne and Young.

The Leader of the Government in the Senate (Senator Withers), by leave, moved— 
That the Senators nominated be appointed members of the respective Joint Com­
mittees.

Question—put and passed.

16 W heat Industry Stabilization A mendment Bill 1976—Message from the House of
Representatives: The following Message from the House of Representatives was 
received and read:

Mr President, Message No. 24
The House of Representatives transmits to the Senate a Bill intituled “A Bill 

for an Act to amend the ‘ Wheat Industry Stabilization Act 1974’ ”, in which it 
desires the concurrence of the Senate.
House of Representatives, B. M. Snedden,
Canberra, 19 March 1976 Speaker

The Minister for Industry and Commerce (Senator Cotton) moved—That the Bill may 
be taken through all its stages without delay.

Question—put and passed.
On the motion of Senator Cotton the Bill was read a first time.
Senator Cotton moved—That this Bill be now read a second time.
On the motion of Senator Grimes the debate was adjourned.
Ordered—That the resumption of the debate be an Order of the Day for the next day 

of sitting.

17 W heat Export Charge A mendment Bill 1976—Message from the House o f Rep­
resentatives: The following Message from the House of Representatives was received 
and read:

Mr  President, Message No. 25
The House of Representatives transmits to the Senate a Bill intituled “A Bill for 

an Act to amend the ‘ Wheat Export Charge Act 1974’ ”, in which it desires the 
concurrence of the Senate.
House of Representatives, B. M. Snedden,
Canberra, 19 March 1976 Speaker

The Minister for Industry and Commerce (Senator Cotton) moved—That the Bill 
may be taken through all its stages without delay.

Question—put and passed.
Senator Cotton moved—That this Bill be now read a first time.
On the motion of Senator Douglas McClelland the debate was adjourned.
Ordered—That the resumption of the debate be an Order of the Day for the next day 

of sitting.
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18 Wheat Products Export Adjustment A mendment Bill 1976—Message from the
House o f Representatives·. The following Message from the House of Representatives 
was received and read:

M r President, Message No. 26
The House of Representatives transmits to the Senate a Bill intituled “A Rill for 

an Act to amend the ‘ Wheat Products Export Adjustment Act 1974’ ”, in which it 
desires the concurrence of the Senate.
House of Representatives, B. M. Snedden,
Canberra, 19 March 1976 Speaker

The Minister for Industry and Commerce (Senator Cotton) moved—That the Bill may 
be taken through all its stages without delay.

Question—put and passed.
Senator Cotton moved—That this Bill be now read a first time.
On the motion of Senator Douglas McClelland the debate was adjourned.
Ordered—That the resumption of the debate be an Order of the Day for the next day 

of sitting.

19 States G rants (H ousing Assistance) Bill 1976—Message from the House of
Representatives: The following Message from the House of Representatives was 
received and read:

M r President, Message No. 27
The House of Representatives transmits to the Senate a Bill intituled “A Bill for 

an Act to authorize Advances to the States o f Financial Assistance in connexion with 
Housing and to Authorize the Borrowing o f Certain Moneys by the Commonwealth”, 
in which it desires the concurrence of the Senate.
House of Representatives, B. M. Snedden,
Canberra, 24 March 1976 Speaker

The Minister for Environment, Housing and Community Development (Senator 
Greenwood) moved—That the Bill may be taken through all its stages without delay. 

Question—put and passed.
On the motion of Senator Greenwood the Bill was read a first time.
Senator Greenwood moved—That this Bill be now read a second time.
On the motion of Senator Douglas McClelland the debate was adjourned.
Ordered—That the resumption of the debate be an Order of the Day for the next day 

of sitting.

20 States G rants (Universities) Bill 1976—Message from the House o f Representatives·.
The following Message from the House of Representatives was received and read:

M r  President, Message No. 28
The House of Representatives transmits to the Senate a Bill intituled “A Bill 

for an Act to make provision, in respect o f the Year 1976, for the grant of Financial 
Assistance to the States in connexion with Universities”, in which it desires the 
concurrence of the Senate.
House of Representatives, B. M. Snedden,
Canberra, 24 March 1976 Speaker

The Minister for Education (Senator Carrick) moved—That the Bill may be taken 
through all its stages without delay.

Question—put and passed.
On the motion of Senator Carrick the Bill was read a first time.
Senator Carrick moved—That this Bill be now read a second time.
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On the motion of Senator Button the debate was adjourned.
Ordered—That the resumption of the debate be an Order of the Day for the next day 

of sitting.

21 States G rants (Universities) Amendment Bill 1976—Message from the House o f
Representatives: The following Message from the House of Representatives was 
received and read:

M r P resident, Message No. 29
The House of Representatives transmits to the Senate a Bill intituled “A Bill 

for an Act to amend the '’States Grants (Universities) Act 1972-1975’ ” , in which 
it desires the concurrence of the Senate.
House of Representatives, B. M. Snedden,
Canberra, 24 March 1976 Speaker

The Minister for Education (Senator Carrick) moved—That the Bill may be taken 
through all its stages without delay.

Question—put and passed.
On the motion of Senator Carrick the Bill was read a first time.
Senator Carrick moved—That this Bill be now read a second time.
On the motion of Senator Button the debate was adjourned.
Ordered—That the resumption of the debate be an Order of the Day for the next day 

of sitting.

22 States G rants (Advanced E ducation) Bill 1976—Message from the House o f
Representatives: The following Message from the House of Representatives was 
received and read:

Mr  President, Message No. 30
The House of Representatives transmits to the Senate a Bill intituled “A Bill for 

an Act relating to the Grant o f Financial Assistance to the States in connexion with 
Advanced Education”, in which it desires the concurrence of the Senate.
House of Representatives, B. M. Snedden,
Canberra, 24 March 1976 Speaker

The Minister for Education (Senator Carrick) moved—That the Bill may be taken 
through all its stages without delay.

Question—put and passed.
On the motion of Senator Carrick the Bill was read a first time.
Senator Carrick moved—That this Bill be now read a second time.
On the motion of Senator Button the debate was adjourned.
Ordered—That the resumption of the debate be an Order of the Day for the next day 

of sitting.

23 States G rants (Advanced E ducation) Amendment Bill 1976—Message from the
House o f Representatives: The following Message from the House of Representatives 
was received and read:

M r President, Message No. 31
The House of Representatives transmits to the Senate a Bill intituled “A Bill for 

an Act to amend the ‘States Grants (Advanced Education) Act 1972-1975’ ”, in 
which it desires the concurrence of the Senate.
House of Representatives, B. M. Snedden,
Canberra, 24 March 1976 Speaker

The Minister for Education (Senator Carrick) moved—That the Bill may be taken 
through all its stages without delay.

Question—put and passed.
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On the motion of Senator Carrick the Bill was read a first time.
Senator Carrick moved—That this Bill be now read a second time.
On the motion of Senator Button the debate was adjourned.
Ordered—That the resumption of the debate be an Order of the Day for the next day 

of sitting.
24 States G rants (Technical and F urther Education) Amendment Bill 1976—Message

from the House o f Representatives·. The following Message from the House of Repre­
sentatives was received and read :

M r President, Message No. 32
The House of Representatives transmits to the Senate a Bill intituled “A Bill 

for an Act to amend the ‘States Grants (Technical and Further Education) Act 1974’ ” , 
in which it desires the concurrence of the Senate.
House of Representatives, B. M. Snedden,
Canberra, 24 March 1976 Speaker

The Minister for Education (Senator Carrick) moved—That the Bill may be taken 
through all its stages without delay.

Question—put and passed.
On the motion of Senator Carrick the Bill was read a first time.
Senator Carrick moved—That this Bill be now read a second time.
On the motion of Senator Button the debate was adjourned.
Ordered—That the resumption of the debate be an Order of the Day for the next day 

of sitting.
25 Parliamentary Press G allery A ccreditation and R eporting Standards—State­

ment by President : The President made a statement in reply to a Question asked 
by Senator Chaney on 23 March 1976 concerning the accreditation of certain journ­
alists to the Parliamentary Press Gallery and the accuracy and standards of reporting. 

Paper: The President laid upon the Table the following Paper:
Parliamentary Press Gallery—Rules for the guidance of new members of the 

Federal Parliamentary Press Gallery and journalistic, TV, radio and cable 
service visitors to Parliament House.

The Minister for Industry and Commerce (Senator Cotton), by leave, moved—That 
the Senate take note of the Statement.

Ordered—That the debate be adjourned till the next day of sitting, and that Senator 
Cotton have leave to continue his speech on the resumption of the debate.

26 D ried Vine F ruits Levy A mendment Bill 1976: Order of the Day read for the adjourned
debate on the Question—That this Bill be now read a first time.

Debate resumed.
Senator Ryan addressing the Chair—

And it being three p.m., according to Order, General Business was called on—
27 A boriginals and Torres Strait Islanders— M aintenance of G overnment Ser­

vices: Senator Keeffe, pursuant to notice, moved—That the Senate is of the opinion 
that the Government should maintain all services to Aboriginals and Torres Strait 
Islanders at not less than the standard established by the previous Labor Government. 

On the motion of the Minister for Environment, Housing and Community Development 
(Senator Greenwood) the debate was adjourned.

Ordered—That the resumption of the debate be an Order of the Day for the next day 
of sitting.

28 L ighthouse R eserves—R etention as F auna and F lora R eserves : Senator Mulvihill,
pursuant to notice, moved—That in each instance where technological changes 
phase out the use of a lighthouse on the Australian coastline, any land herein before 
reserved and thereby made available be retained by the Australian Government 
as a fauna and flora reserve.
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On the motion of the Minister for Administrative Services (Senator Withers) the debate 
was adjourned.

Ordered—That the resumption of the debate be an Order of the Day for the next day 
of sitting.

29 International W omen’s Y ear Projects, and E limination of D iscrimination against
W omen: Senator Melzer, pursuant to notice, moved—That the Senate ask the 
Government to make such funds available as will enable projects commenced during 
International Women’s Year 1975 to continue and be expanded, and take urgent 
and immediate steps to eliminate all forms of discrimination against women in 
Australia, and to actively encourage the elimination of discrimination against women 
in all parts of the world.

On the motion of the Minister for Administrative Services (Senator Withers) the debate 
was adjourned.

Ordered—That the resumption of the debate be an Order of the Day for the next day 
of sitting.

30 Adjournment: The Leader of the Government in the Senate (Senator Withers) moved—
That the Senate do now adjourn.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and passed.
The Senate adjourned at six minutes past five p.m. till Tuesday next at half-past two 

p.m.

31 Attendance: Present, all Senators except Senators McAuliffe, James McClelland,
Maunsell and Wood.

J. R. ODGERS,
Clerk of the Senate
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